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hen it comes to loading cattle, Joe Wolter is pretty particular

about how the animals are handled. “When I'm at someone

else’s place I'll do it their way,” he says. “But at my place I

don’t want any turmoil stirring up my horse or my cattle.”

So you won'’t see any ramming and jamming, and you won't
hear any whooping and hollering when it comes time to put
something in a trailer at Joe’s place. “You can be lucky and get
it done that way,” he says. “You can get a cow to go in despite
her better judgment. Cattle and horses fill in for us all the time.
Maybe that's what keeps people doing the same thing over and
over. But if they’re not making it harder that day, they’re making
it harder for the next day.”

“I'd rather not rely on luck and then have everybody mad
and frustrated when it doesn’t work out so well. Once I under-
stood that it doesn’t have to be that way; that you can do it in a
way that lets the cow decide, I've never had it not work.”

Whether it's a single bull out in a pasture or a bunch of
yearlings in a 200-foot pen, Joe’s approach is much the same.
“The bigger the cattle are the easier it is.”

Joe describes having to get a bull out of a bunch of cows
and into a trailer in the middle of a large pasture. “He was heavy
and didn’t have a lot of stamina. All I had to do was put pres-
sure on him going to the cows, and then take it off whenever
his mind was going to the trailer. It didn’t take long for him to
choose the trailer over the cows.”

“If their mind is on the trailer, they're as good as in it.
Reward the thought: back off when there’s a change — or even
better, back off just before the change. If it doesn’t change, you
didn’t back off soon enough.”

The amount of pressure and the time it takes depends on
the cattle and the conditions you have to work with; whether
it’s a small enclosure or out in the open. “This is the art in it,”
Joe says. “Using just enough pressure so that the cattle leave
you, then backing off when they go the direction you want them
to go. When you back off, your horse gets a break, too, and
he starts to learn, and gets to watching for the cattle to yield.
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Joe Wolter Cattle Loading #1: Joe starts by developing a feel
from the cafttle before attempting to load them.

Everything gets better — and not just for that day but for the
next day too.”

Joe used a similar approach when working in Nevada. He
was gathering yearlings by himself and came across a lone steer.
It was going to take a lot of running around in rough, steep
country to get the steer where he needed to be and where he
could join up with the rest of the cattle and travel better. To save
his horse the work, Joe roped the steer. “I got him by a hind foot
and took my turns, then let off when his head was pointed the
way | wanted him to go. Pretty soon it got so I didn’t have to
dally. I'd just take the slack out of the rope and he would line
out and head the way we needed to go.”

Whether you've got a mountain to climb or a trailer to load,
it's a lot easier and lot less stressful when it’s the cow’s idea.



Joe Wolter Cattle Loading #4: The first time the cattle load
they may get a little bothered. “If they try to come out, let
them,” says Joe.

Joe Wolter Cafttle Loading #5: Joe closes the door only
when the cattle are ready to stay in the trailer.
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